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Pentecost 2008  “Pentecost – The Birth of the Church”  Acts 2:1-21  
I. INTRODUCTION.

There is a legend which recounts the return of Jesus to glory after His time on earth.  Even in heaven He bore the marks of His earthly pilgrimage with its cruel cross and shameful death.  The angel Gabriel approached Him and said, "Master, you must have suffered terribly for men down there."  "I did," He said.  "And," continued Gabriel, "do they know all about how you loved them and what you did for them?"  "Oh, no," said Jesus, "not yet.  Right now only a handful of people in Palestine know."  Gabriel was perplexed.  "Then what have you done," he asked, "to let everyone know about your love for them?"  Jesus said, "I’ve asked Peter, James, John, and a few more friends to tell other people about me.  Those who are told will in turn tell other people about me, and my story will be spread to the farthest reaches of the globe.  Ultimately, all of mankind will have heard about my life and what I have done."  Gabriel frowned and looked rather skeptical.  He knew well what poor stuff men were made of.  "Yes," he said, "but what if Peter, James and John grow weary?  What if the people who come after them forget?  What if way down through the centuries people just don’t tell others about you?  Haven’t you made any other plans?"  And Jesus answered, "I haven’t made any other plans.  I’m counting on them."  
Twenty-one centuries later He still has no other plan.  He’s counting on people like you and me to continue His work of reconciling the world to Himself, to continue the work so many have faithfully carried out before us.  But He has not left us alone to carry out that task.  He sent the Holy Spirit, our Counselor and our Comforter.  
Here, again, is a portion of what happened on the day we call Pentecost:  “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them … Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language ... Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, ‘What does this mean?’  Some, however, made fun of them and said, ‘They have had too much wine’” ––Acts 2:1-4; 5-6; 12-13  

It’s interesting that some of the people who were passing by thought the apostles were drunk –– which tells you something about the spirit of joy and excitement that could be seen by all.  

Reminds me of the story about a famous motivational speaker who was asked about his most difficult speech.  He answered, "Well, it was when I was asked to speak at a national convention of funeral directors.  My topic was to explain to them how to look sad during a $10,000 funeral."  You see, when there is joy inside, it’s awfully hard to keep it from showing.  

Erma Bombeck tells the story about a little boy at church with his mother.  He was a good little boy, quiet and well behaved.  He didn’t cause any problems.  But every once in a while he would stand up in the pew, turn around, look at the people behind him and smile.  

His smile was infectious and soon everybody behind him was starting to smile back at him, too.  It was all going fine until the mother realized what the little boy was doing.  When she did, she grabbed him by his ear, twisted it a bit and told him to sit down and remember that he was in church.  Then he started sniffling and crying and she turned to him and said, "That’s better."  It’s kind of sad, isn’t it, that some have the impression that when we come to church it’s all about gloom and doom and that there’s nothing here to really bring joy into our lives?  

But Pentecost says that the early Christians discovered inexpressible joy in the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  On more than one occasion Paul tells his people to, "Rejoice in the Lord always!  And again I say, Rejoice!" ––Philippians 4:4  

Pentecost was a once-in-history event, when the Church was born.  So let’s talk about three things that Pentecost teaches us about the Church.  

II. THE CHURCH WAS CREATED BY GOD.
First, we see that the Church was created by God. 
The Church is immortal.  From the beginning of time, before the foundation of the earth, God had in mind the Church.  Speaking of the Church, Jesus promised that even the gates of Hell would not prevail against it.  And so after our Lord’s death, resurrection and ascension, the Church came into reality on the Day of Pentecost.  

Sometimes we act as if we think that the Apostle Peter called a meeting of the Apostles and said to them, "There’s one item on the agenda today and that’s whether or not we ought to start a Church."  They discuss that for a while and then James makes a motion that they start a Church.  John seconds the motion and they vote 10 to 2 to start a Church.  

It didn’t happen that way!  Did you hear what our text for today says?  It said, "Suddenly, a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from … "  Where?  "From heaven."  God started the Church!  God brought the Church into being and it is His Church –– not ours.  It is essential for us to realize that.  

And if the Church belongs to God, then we need to resist the temptation to try to make the Church blend in with what’s happening in the world.  That means the Church will never be the most popular institution in the world, because the Church has not been called to go along with popular culture.  We have a higher calling.  We have been called to stand for the truth –– to be unshakable in our presentation of the truth –– because the Church belongs to God.  It is His Church, not ours.  

III. THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH IS TO COMMUNICATE THE LOVE OF GOD.

Second, Pentecost teaches us that the purpose of the Church is to communicate the love of God to a lost and dying world.  

The theme of Pentecost, believe it or not, is communication.  It’s really a shame that the whole idea of speaking in tongues has become such a controversial issue.  When you read about Pentecost, the truth that comes to the surface is that God gave the gift of tongues to the Apostles for one purpose, and that was for the purpose of communication.  

They had a problem with communication because people had come from many different nations.  And when you read the long list of nations, you realize that a language barrier existed.  Because God wanted each of them to hear the message in his own language, He performed a miracle by giving the apostles the gift of tongues so that they could communicate His message.  

The purpose of the Church is to communicate The Message.  Now if God wants to give us a miracle to do that, praise Him for it.  However, today, we are having to grind it out.  We’re translating the Scriptures into 100’s of different languages so that people can hear and read the Good News in their native tongue.  

What was true in the 1st century is still true today:  We have been commissioned by God to reach our generation with the Gospel.  Jesus put it this way:  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” ––Matthew 28:19-20  Until we reach the end of the age it is our responsibility as God’s people to reach the lost with the life-changing news of God’s love for sinners in Jesus Christ.  
Now, how you go about reaching your world with God’s love depends on the gifts and opportunities that God gives you.  Allow me to illustrate.  Some of you are familiar with the work of Rockin’ Roland Stuart.  I say that because if you’ve ever watched a NFL football game and seen a giant sign behind the goal posts saying "John 3:16", then you are familiar with Rockin Roland Stuart’s work.  

"Rockin’" is his nick name.  Here’s part of his story:  Roland Stuart was a drunk, an alcoholic.  Then he was introduced to Jesus Christ, received Him as his Savior, became a Christian, and God healed him of his alcoholism.  One day, the idea struck him that if he could just get into major sporting events and put the Word of God before the people, it would be seen by hundreds of thousands, even millions of people.  

So Rockin’ Roland Stuart and his wife, Margaret, and a friend named William James, drove 55,000 miles a year in an old beat up van, telling their story and using their money to buy tickets to major sporting events to hold up a sign that says, “John 3:16”.  

Now, we’ll never know how many tens of thousands turned to John 3:16 and read these words:  "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life." All we know is Rockin’ Roland Stuart was doing the work of the Church and that is to communicate God’s love for us in Christ.  Then it’s the Holy Spirit’s work to change lives through that message.  
Now holding up a “John 3:16” sign at football games may not be your thing.  But the point is, here is a man who heard God’s command to tell the world about Christ and he did the very best he could to communicate that message to a lost and dying world.  And we are called to do the same.  

IV. THE GOAL OF THE CHURCH.
Let’s move on to the third thing that Pentecost teaches us about the Church and that is the goal of the Church is to establish a fellowship that is unique.  

Try to imagine what it must have been like in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost with 3,000 new converts who suddenly have something that they’ve never had before!  All of them knew that they are guilty, that it was their sins that had led to Christ’s crucifixion.  But now they have repented of those sins.  They’ve been baptized into God’s family.  They’ve been redeemed by the blood of Christ and they’ve been given the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

Suddenly, they’re part of a new society.  They’ve come out of a world of slavery and superstition.  They’ve come out of a world of selfishness and greed and dishonesty.  Now they’re part of a new fellowship where they can share things about themselves with others and know that they’ll listen and be compassionate and kind.  

In Christ’s body, the Church, they know that they will hear the truth.  They didn’t have to question everything that they were being told.  Suddenly a whole different atmosphere prevailed because here were 3000 changed people that God had changed.  They were "born again."  

No wonder their numbers quickly grew to 5000, and then into multitudes as the Church spread throughout Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.  And the Church grew daily because the Church has been created by God to give.  The world will take advantage of you, but the Church is a fellowship where you can come and hear the truth and be ministered to.  

We have been called to be a different people, a different culture.  An oasis in the midst of a desert, a shade tree on a summer day, a cup of cool water when you are thirsty, a place to come and know that you won’t be rejected, that you’ll be accepted and loved as brothers and sisters in Christ, members of God’s own family.  

Pentecost tells us that.  The world changed after Pentecost because of the Church’s influence on that world.  And it’s still the same today.  

V. CONCLUSION.

Based on what Pentecost teaches us about the Church, let’s end this morning with this question – ‘What kind of church does God want Holy Emmanuel to be?’  After all, this is not our church, it’s God’s church, and so it should reflect His will, not ours.  It’s true, we will never be a perfect church on this side of eternity because this is a sinful world and we are sinful people.  But that shouldn’t keep us from striving to be everything that God intends for us to be –– And so, on the basis of God’s Word, I offer you this Pentecostal vision for Holy Emmanuel:  
· Holy Emmanuel has been called to be a church where those who know us say, ‘See how they love one another’; 
· Holy Emmanuel has been called to be a people who are led by the Holy Spirit and the truths of God’s Word; 

· Holy Emmanuel has been called to be a church where the Word of God and the Sacraments are taught and administered in their truth and purity and there’s a balance between the proclamation of the Law and the healing grace of the Gospel; 
· Holy Emmanuel has been called to be a people of prayer, for the prayers of righteous men and women are powerful and effective; 
· Holy Emmanuel has been called to be a church where each member takes seriously their responsibility to reach the lost with the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ; 
· Holy Emmanuel has been called to be a spiritual hospital where the lost, the broken, the needy, the misfits can come and be ministered to; 
· Holy Emmanuel has been called to be a place where friendships are established and needs are met; 
· Holy Emmanuel has been called to be a place where there is no discrimination on the basis of intelligence, talent, age, gender or race, for all of us are children of God and equal in His sight; 
· Holy Emmanuel has been called to be a church not just concerned about our own people, but also for the communities in which we live and the world beyond; and finally,
· Holy Emmanuel has been called to grow, not decline, for we have been called to make disciples of all nations.  
Can we do this by ourselves?  No!  But never forget, Holy Emmanuel is God’s Church and with Him all things are possible.  May we never forget that He has called us to be a Pentecostal Church –– God grant it be so for Jesus’ sake.  Amen!!!  
