“Holy Spirit Power”
“They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you. Listen carefully to what I say.’ Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” ––Acts 2:3-4; 14, 41-42, 47
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Show Mom how much you
appreciate all she does for you

with this “heartfelt” craft.
Give it to her on Mother’s Day.

What you need:

¢ Floral stem wire

* Dried cranberries * .
(about 100, depending on
the wire’s length)

* Pliers

* Decorative ribbon (about
12 inches for each craft)

+ Construction paper v
or cardstock

* Hole punch .

* Crayons or markers ’

What you do:

1.With an adult’s help, thread
cranberries, one at a time
with no space between them,
onto the straight wire.

2.Bend the wire into a
heart shape.

3.With pliers, twist the
wire together at the top
of the heart.

4.Tie ribbon to make a loop
atop the heart (so your
mom can hang it up).

5.Fold the paper into a card,
and write a message of love
and gratitude to your mom.
You might want to add a
verse from Proverbs 31 that
best describes her.

6.Punch a hole in the card.
Attach it to the ribbon
that’s tied to the heart.




I read about a preacher who wanted to impact South Korea for Jesus Christ. And so he started a church in his friend’s living room. One of the parishioners was paralyzed. And so one Sunday, the pastor went to her and laid hands on her and prayed fervently. And she was healed! This got people in the community excited. And they started flocking to the new church in droves. Pretty soon, they outgrew the living room. So they put up a tent in the front lawn and had services out there. But soon enough, that got too crowded and so they built a church. By the mid 1960’s, they had 3000 people. But one day, as the pastor was baptizing several hundred people, he collapsed to the ground in exhaustion. He was rushed to the hospital where he had major surgery. And while he was sitting in bed reading the Bible, he came across a verse in Exodus 18:18 that moved his heart: It said this: 

"The work is too heavy for you. You cannot handle it alone. You will only wear yourself out." 

The next day, the pastor called the elders and deacons and put each one in charge of a certain number of people. After the pastor did this, the church exploded with growth! Thousands of people gave their lives to Christ. By 1972, there were 10,000 members. By 1979, there were 100,000. By 1984, 400,000. And today, there are almost 800,000 members of the Yoido Full Gospel Church making it the largest congregation on planet earth. They support 85 missionaries from their own church. And they have planted new churches in 39 countries. This is truly one of the most incredible stories in church history. 

Something equally incredible happened 2000 years ago. On the day of Pentecost. A small group gathered for prayer. The power of the Holy Spirit was present. They praised the Lord. Peter preached the word. Thousands got saved. And the Church was born. 

Be assured that the Holy Spirit is eternal and still works in our lives today.  I don’t know all that God has in store for Holy Emmanuel, but I do know this much:  With the equipping of the Holy Spirit, Jesus has commanded us to, 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you and surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

––Matthew 28:19-20

Like Yoido Full Gospel Church, Holy Emmanuel has been commanded by our Lord to reach our world with the saving Good News of God’s love for us in Christ Jesus our Lord.  That means we should never be content with a church that is not growing both numerically and in Christ-like maturity.  In the spirit of our Lord’s ‘Great Commission’, the April 20th Voters’ Assembly approved the hiring/calling (to be determined) of a ‘Minister of Outreach’ to assist us in growing the Kingdom of God.  This does not mean that we will be able to sit back and watch this new person do all the work for us.  Not at all!  Rather, it will be the task of our new Minister of Outreach … 

“…to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.” ––Ephesians 4:12
I encourage you to be praying that God would provide us with just the right person for such a time and place as this.  

To God be the glory!  

Pastor Dennis Starr

Children’s Ministry Update
Sunday School
You are all invited to our end of the “school” year program and picnic on Sunday, May 18th.  Come and see the children from Holy Emmanuel and Open Arms perform at the 10:30 worship service.  
Following the service, everyone is invited to a barbeque picnic.  The entertainment will be Kyle the magician.

Invite your friends and come join us on the 18th!

A big thank you to all of my wonderful staff who made this year so successful in teaching your children more about Jesus Christ, their Savior!  This includes:

Sunday School Staff – Laura Vogt, Kelsey Lindell, Michelle Melde, Robert Melde and Sandy Sanders.

Wednesday Night Staff – Betsy Bohl, April Kuhlmann and Nadine Cedergren.

Also a big thank you to Dell and Gladys Lossow for all the shopping and meals they provided!

Kids Church Staff – Linnea Manske, Tamera Geist and Nicole Countryman.

May God truly bless you for the work you do for His Kingdom and children.

Bible Camp
Register now for Bible Camp the week of June 16th – 20th.  This year’s theme is, “F.R.O.G. (Fully Rely On God).”  Call the church office to register or to request a flyer with more information.
If there is any way you can help with Bible Camp this year, please give me a call.
God Bless!

Natalie Mylander
Youth News

Congratulations to our Confirmand: Samantha Carriere
Also, congratulations to our graduates:

A. J. La Goo
Joshua Lindell

Jackie Olson

Nexus Olson

Tim Sundquist

May God bless your future plans!

Our prayer for you is that you will always walk with the Lord and grow in Him daily.

Thanks to all of you that helped with our Craft Boutique in April.  It was a huge success!

Our next events will be:

1) Bible Camp on June 16th – 20th.  I could us all of your help!

2) Valley Fair Day – June 30th.  This is the annual Lutheran Youth day.  More details will follow at a later date.

Have a great Summer – stay active with God!

In Christ,

Natalie Mylander

Open Arms News
We have been practicing faithfully with Ms. Karen to get ready to sing on Sunday, May 18th.
Last week our theme was “Circus.”  P5 Class put on a performance for all of us.  Thank you – it was a job well done!

During Jesus time we have been talking about the Ascension of Jesus into heaven.  As I asked the kids if they’re excited to go there one day, their smiles answered for them.  They do know their Savior.  Our mission is seen everyday at Open Arms and we thank God for this!

Stop down and see us sometime!  We love visitors!

God’s blessings,

Natalie Mylander
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Sunday Morning Bible Study

9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

· Master Plan (Led by Pastor Starr in the Chapel). 

· Growing Through Life’s Challenges (Led by Randy Marko in the Accounting Room).  

1st & 3rd Sunday Evenings - 5:30 p.m.

Couples in Christ
· Topic to be Announced

1st Monday Evenings

5:30 p.m. – Supper

6:00 p.m. – Bible Study
· Parenting Class – “Discipline” (Led by Randy Marko)

Tuesday Mornings – 
10:00 a.m.

· Women of the Old Testament (Led by Pat Squires at the Gables Apt. Bldg.)

Wednesday Mornings –

 9:30 a.m.

· Book of 1st Samuel (Led by Elaine Bakalar in the Accounting Room)

Thursday Mornings – 
10:00 a.m.

· The End Times (Led by Chuck Squires in the Accounting Room).

1st Friday Evenings – 
6:30 p.m.

· Ladies Bible Study (Led by Natalie Mylander)  

Join us at the home of Carol Starr for Bible study and dessert.
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In Proverbs 31 (NIV), God provides the best example of a godly woman. Write the
number of the sentence in the space next to the character quality it best describes.

“A wife of noble character who can find? She is
worth far more than rubies” (v 10).

“She brings [her husband] good, not harm, all the
days of her life” (v. 12).

“She selects wool and flax and works with eager

hands” (v. 13).

“She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are
strong for her tasks” (v. 17).

“She opens her arms to the poor and extends her
hands to the needy” (». 20).

“When it snows, she has no fear for her household;
for all of them are clothed in scarlet” (v. 21).

“Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a
woman who fears the LORD is to be praised” (v. 30).

Caring Godly Prepared
Hardworking Hearty Priceless
Kind
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Priscilla Guild

End of the Year Pot Luck

Thursday, June 12th 
5:00 p.m. – Social Hour

6:00 p.m. – Dinner

Men and ladies are invited to the annual End of the Year Pot Luck on Thursday, June 12th.

This year the party will be at the home of Barb Morrison (6115 Lincoln Drive #353 in Edina, MN.

Please bring a dish to share.  The Priscilla Guild will provide Kentucky Fried Chicken.

Everyone is welcome!

Thank You!
A big thank you to all who attended and donated to the Spring Salad Luncheon and the Bunco Parties!  

These events are sponsored by the Priscilla Guild.

Sunday Morning Refreshments

Thanks to all who served refreshments after church services each Sunday morning. 

Just a reminder – from Memorial Day to Labor Day, there will be no refreshments

.

International Christian Literature Distributors, Inc.

Don’t forget to save your Portals of Prayer, My Devotions, Happy Times, etc.   There is a box in the narthex located in the reading center. These materials will be delivered to ICLD.

If you have any questions, please speak with Dan Marko at (952) 854-4191.  

Thank you for supporting this excellent mission!
[image: image6.png]P
4 ‘ &l = P
~d . )
~ [ N
AV N /> | \
. \ \
| = . 2 |
: 4 o \
<)
\ = 4
\ Y N\ /

"CLASSES FOR ALL AGES





Stamps

  For

Missions

Don’t forget to save your cancelled stamps from your mail.  Just cut around the stamps leaving at least a ¼ inch paper margin and place them in the stamp box in the Reading Center (next to the Chapel) in the church lobby.  Thanks!
If you have any questions regarding this mission opportunity, please call the church office.
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Open Arms continues to collect Campbell’s soup labels.  In order for your labels to be sent in, the UPS code is needed from the label.  Please place your labels in the container located by the reading center in the narthex, the kitchen counter or in the buckets located in each Open Arms classroom.
Thank you for your continued support!

Stewardship Corner

Keeping Our Eyes on the Prize

If a runner in a race takes his eyes off his goal for even a fleeting moment, he risks losing his focus and, along with that, the race. So it is with the Christian who must be diligent to keep his focus on his stewardship. If he takes his eyes off his Heavenly goal and directs them toward his possessions, his worldly aspirations, or his temporal difficulties, he loses his focus and risks losing the race. The words of Paul provide encouragement for us: II Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead; I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me Heavenward in Christ Jesus 11 (Philippians 3:13). Focusing on our Earthly circumstances can lead us in two directions -both of them deadly! We may either find things of the world to be so attractive, they become the prize toward which we strain, or we find things to be so dismal that we despair. 
Our Chief Steward, Jesus, our Savior, focused on the prize. We are exhorted to follow His example: "Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, Who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God" (Hebrews 12:2). Talk about keeping focus! "Consider Him Who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart" (Hebrews 12:3). Talk about running a race! And He did it for us "so that [we] will not grow weary and lose heart. " 
And look at the prize He won! He ascended into Heaven and now sits "at the right hand of the throne of God." Heaven is our prize, too - a prize beyond compare. Christ's promise is this: "Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life" (Revelation 2:l0b). Should we falter, as we are certain to do, we claim another of His promises: "The One Who calls you is faithful and He will do it" (I Thessalonians 5:24). 

Amnion Walk for Life!

Saturday, May 17th 
9:00 a.m.

Amnion Crisis Pregnancy Center is a Christ-centered ministry committed to upholding the sanctity of human life by providing spiritual, physical, and emotional support to individuals facing an unplanned pregnancy or related issues by means of the gospel message of Jesus Christ.  This year we are asking for a team of walkers to raise money for and participate in their annual “I Love Life” Walk, Saturday, May 17, 2008, at 9 AM.  More information and sponsor forms can be found at http://www.amnioncpc.org/friends/walkforlife.htm or contact Carla Crawford at ck12@hotmail.com or 952-881-0657.  If you cannot join us in the walk, please support this worthy cause in any way you can!  Thank you!
Nursery Redecorating!

The church nursery is in need of a “face lift!”

We are seeking donations of toys (preschool age), volunteer labor, and funding for updating our nursery.

If you are interested, please contact Dale Olson, Mindy Shulfer, or Chuck Squires.

Spring Clean-Up
Saturday, May 17th
9:00 a.m.

Your help is needed on Saturday, May 17th, beginning at 9:00 a.m. for the annual Spring Clean-Up.

If you have any questions, please speak with Dale Olson or a member of the Board of Church Properties.

Thank you for your help!
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May Communion Change
NOTE that in May Holy Communion will be celebrated on the 1st and 4th Sundays, May 4th and 25th.

Library News

So you like to read?  The Board of Christian Education has purchased new books for the church library.  Be sure to check them out!
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