“Paid In Full”
“Finally Pilate handed Him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying His own cross, He went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). Here they crucified Him, and with Him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips. When He had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, He bowed his head and gave up His spirit.” ––John 19:16-18; 28-30

Have you ever wished that someone would pay off all your credit card debt?  Zero balances—no payments!  The Mount Carmel Missionary Baptist Church in Norfolk, VA, is making that wish come true.  One Sunday of every month, Bishop C. Vernie Russell Jr., chooses a family from the church to come forward, and the congregation takes up an offering to pay off their debt.  Over the last 14 months, this group has collected $340,000 dollars to rescue 59 of the church’s families from debt. 

When we come to the Lord’s Supper, we remember another debt—a greater debt that no human striving, no double shifts, no church collections could ever repay—our debt of sin.  

“When you were dead in your sins God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross.” 

- Colossians 2:14

That’s great news!  It’s true that staying on top of your finances is important –– but of infinitely greater importance is knowing that God in His boundless mercy, took every sin you have ever committed and paid for them…  

“…not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, a Lamb without blemish or defect.  He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake.  Through Him you believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and glorified Him, and so your faith and hope are in God.” ––1st Peter 1:18-21  
The purpose for the season of Lent is to prepare us to celebrate Christ’s victory over sin, death and the power of the devil on Easter morning.  And so I invite you to walk with your Savior to the cross by reading the daily Lenten devotions, “Uncustomary Love” (available in the narthex) provided by Lutheran Hour Ministries and participating in the mid-week Lenten services (Wednesdays @ 11:00 and 7:00) as well as the Holy Week services (Maundy Thursday, March 20th, @ 11:00 and 7:00; Good Friday, March 21st, @ 11:00 and 7:00).  Once we have observed the tragic events of Holy Week, then we will be ready to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord on Easter Sunday with services @ 8:00 and 10:30.  

May God anoint your observance of the seasons of Lent and Easter with the eternal hope that comes from trusting and serving a crucified and risen Savior!  If you have a friend who doesn’t have a church, invite them to join us!  

Serving Him with you,
Pastor Dennis Starr

[image: image1.png]GOD SO LOVED
THE WORLD

This craft is a reminder of God's love for the
world and of Jesus’ sactrifice for everyone.

What you need:

¢ Two pieces of 812" x 11" white or
light-blue construction paper

¢ Circle shape that fits paper
(plastic lid or paper plate)

¢ Black marker or crayon Q

* Masking tape

+ Shallow box, box lid

or old cookie tray

Blue and green paint

Two paper plates

Two marbles

Two plastic spoons

* Scissors

What you do:

1. On one piece of paper, trace
the circle shape.

2. Using two pieces of masking
tape, make a cross in the center
of your circle.

3. Place your paper inside the box,
box lid or cookie tray.

4. Pour blue paint onto one paper
plate and green onto the other.
Place one marble in each color
of paint.

5. Using a spoon, take out one
marble at a time and place on
your paper.

6. Roll each marble back and forth,
around and around, alternating
between colors.

7. After your circle looks like the
planet Earch with lots of blue
and green, cut out the circle.

8. Glue the circle onto another
piece of paper.

9. Around the circle, write the
words to John 3:16, NIV: “For
God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.”

10. Take off the masking tape and
see the cross that’s left. Keep
your artwork as a reminder of
how much God loves you!




Maundy Thursday

March 20th
11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Holy Communion

“Living Lent – The Animals Tell the Story “

The lamb reveals a forgiving Savior.

Good Friday

March 21st
11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

“Living Lent – The Animals Tell the Story”

The rooster reveals a disowned Savior.
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Sunday, March 23rd
8:00 a.m. (Traditional)

10:30 a.m. (Contemporary)
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The Men’s Club will serve breakfast on Easter morning for all members and friends of Holy Emmanuel.  Serving hours will be 8:30 to 10:15 a.m. and the cost is $4.00 per person.

Please plan to enjoy either a full or continental breakfast in the fellowship hall.  Invite a family or friend and enjoy the spirit of Easter together!

Volunteers are needed to help set up the fellowship hall for the breakfast.  We will set up on Saturday, March 22nd, starting at 9:00 a.m.  Please come and help!

The menu for the Easter Breakfast is:

Scrambled Eggs

Ham

Toast

Juices

Rolls Coffee

Milk
Thank You!

Thank you to all who remembered me in their thoughts, with their cards, their visits, their phone calls and especially their prayers while I was in Fairview Southdale hospital and Martin Luther Manor Home the past five weeks.

These acts of love boosted my morale and determination to get better.  I am recovering from a broken pelvic and sciatic nerve damage.

And thanks to Pastor Starr for the visit and the Lord’s Supper.

Eilene Hibben
Thank You for Your Donations!

Thank you for your donations of yarn, knitting needles, and crochet hooks.  The students at Metcalf Junior High in Burnsville have been busy creating scarves, hats and other creations with your generous gifts.

Thank you, Laurie King, Home Economics teacher at Metcalf; and Sheryl Burkhardt!
Priscilla Guild
If you have any questions regarding the Priscilla Guild and their activities, please contact Gladys Lossow at (612) 729-8492.  Thank you!

Bunco Party
Friday, March 28, 2008

7:00 p.m.

All ages can play this game.  Bring your whole family and all of your friends.  There will be refreshments and prizes.  The cost is a free will donation.

If you could donate prizes and refreshments, it would be greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions, please contact Gladys Lossow at (612) 729-8492.

Salad Luncheon

· Saturday, March 8, 2008 at 12:30 p.m. 

· Tickets will be $10.00/adult and $4.00/child.

Men and ladies are welcome.  Bring your friends.  Join us for a fun day of fellowship, entertainment and good food.

Please consider donating prizes and salads for this event.  If you donate one (1) large salad or two (2) small salads, you will receive a free ticket for the luncheon. Thank you!
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Children’s Ministry Update

Sunday School

Thanks to all of you that came to, or participated in, our annual talent show.  It was great to even hear Lydia and Sylvia sing, Mel and Ken tell a story.  That was a real treat!

Our next event will be our Annual Easter Egg Hunt/Resurrection Party.  This will be on Saturday, March 15th, from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon.  The cost is $5.00 per child.  This is a family event.  Please invite friends and family to join us.

For this party, I am asking for donations of wrapped candy, plastic eggs, novelty prizes, etc.  You can put your donations in the box in the narthex.  Your help is greatly appreciated!

From all of the kids and staff here at Holy Emmanuel, we wish all of you a very blessed Easter season!
In His Risen Name,

Natalie Mylander
Youth News

It is great to see so many of you involved in church, Bible study, etc.  it was super to see all of your God-given talent at our talent show.

Our next event will be Sunday, March 9th.  We will be going to Buck Hill for skiing and tubing.  We will stay at church for a pizza lunch and go from there.

Then, on Friday night, March 14th, at 5:30 p.m. we will be getting together for supper and to help get the Easter Egg Hunt ready followed by bowling.

It has been decided that we will be going to SONSHINE this year.  It is the weekend of July 17th-20th.  Please start saving your money now.

Our next fundraiser will be the Vendor/Blender Spring Craft Boutique on Saturday, April 5th.  If you are planning on going to SONSHINE, you will be required to help with this fundraiser!

Thanks for being such great teens of God.  It certainly shows here at Holy Emmanuel!  My prayer for you this Easter is that you grow closer with your Savior who died and rose for you!

He Is Risen!

Natalie Mylander

Open Arms News
“He is Risen – He is Risen Indeed!”
What a wonderful message to live everyday of our lives and to especially teach our children.  The children of Open Arms have been busy with learning the real story of Easter – that their Savior died for their sins.

We are patiently waiting for spring weather!  Between bad weather and illness, this winter has been hard for staff and children at Open Arms.

We want to thank all of you who continue to help Open Arms in any way.  This includes Miss Lydia, Mr. Bob, Dell and Gladys Lossow, everyone who saves bags, etc. and all of you who continue to pray for us.  May God truly enrich all of you!

In February, we went to see the new Veggie Tales movie – “The Pirates Who Don’t Do Anything.”  It was enjoyed by all!

May God be with you this Easter season, knowing that we are forgiven and will someday live eternally in heaven with HIM.

In our Risen Savior’s Name,

Natalie Mylander
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Every day we should be thankful for God'’s love and for the gift of his Son, Jesus.
Complete the maze below to help people from all directions hear about this good news.
Then, starting at the N (north) and going clockwise, read the words to John 3:16, NIV.




Sunday Morning Bible Study

9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

· Master Plan (Led by Pastor Starr in the Chapel). 

· Book of James (Led by Randy Marko in the Accounting Room).  

1st & 3rd Sunday Evenings - 5:30 p.m.

Couples in Christ
· Topic to be Announced

2nd Monday Evenings

5:30 p.m. – Supper

6:00 p.m. – Bible Study
· Parenting Class & Related Topics (Led by Randy Marko)

Tuesday Mornings - 10:00 a.m.

· The Book of Hosea (Led by Pat Squires at the Gables Apt. Bldg.)

Wednesday Mornings - 9:30 a.m.

· Women’s Bible Study (Led by Elaine Bakalar in the Accounting Room)

(Recessed until after Easter)

Thursday Mornings - 10:00 a.m.

· Book of Daniel (Led by Chuck Squires in the Accounting Room).

1st Friday Evenings - 6:30 p.m.

· Ladies Bible Study (Led by Natalie Mylander)  

Join us at the home of Carol Starr for Bible study and dessert.

New Sunday Morning Bible 

Study Theme:

“Growing Through Life’s Challenges”

We all face similar challenges in life today, from rejection to depression, over whelming responsibilities to doubt.  Many heroes of the Scriptures have shared the pains, disappointments and hopes that are common to modern day believers.

Those like Moses, Joshua, Daniel, Peter and Paul brought their fears and frustrations to God, we can learn to do the same.  Filled with encouragement and truth, this study will remind us that God’s character and presence can give you strength to face any difficulty.

Won’t you please join us on Sunday mornings in the accounting room?

In Christ,

Randy Marko

[image: image7.png]



If you are interested in singing in the Chancel Choir, please join us on the following Sundays after the 10:30 worship service:

March 2nd 
March 9th 
Any questions, please contact Rick Marko at (952) 888-2345.
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The Annual Couples in Christ Progressive Dinner is scheduled for Saturday, April 19th.

We still need two homes for the salad course and the dessert course.  The main course will be at the home of Scott and Denise Ramsdale in Burnsville.

We hope you all save this evening for a time of good Christian fellowship and delicious food!

If you have any questions, please contact Jim or Natalie Mylander at (952) 881-3764.

Stewardship Corner
"The Name that Is Above Every Name"

Obedience has become an almost ignored concept. Some parents believe that requiring obedience from their children stifles their creative and emotional development. Many couples remove the word "obey" from the vows that brides give to their grooms. To expect employees to obey their employers is certainly not acceptable. 
To God, however, obedience is not only acceptable, it is required. Disobedience to God is what is known as sin. And sin separates. Sin separates us from God and from each other. Sin prevents us from living the abundant life that Christ came to give us (John 10:10). On the other hand, obedience is proof of love: “If you love Me, you will obey what I command " Jesus says (John 14:15). 
Unfortunately, as sinful beings, we are unable to obey our Lord's commands fully. Even the great apostle Paul struggled with this reality .He confessed, "I have the desire to do what is good; but I cannot carry it out" (Romans 7:18). As he relates his dilemma - the dilemma all Christians face - he asks, "Who will rescue me from this body of death?” (For as surely as day follows night, death follows disobedience) He answers exultantly, "Thanks be to God - through Jesus Christ our Lord!" (Romans 7:24-25) 
Jesus has lived the perfect life in our place. Jesus willingly emptied Himself, made Himself nothing, "and became obedient to death - even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name" (Philippians 2:7-9). 
Jesus did what we cannot do. Jesus triumphed over sin, death, and the devil. Jesus, dead and buried, would not stay there! Jesus has risen! He is exalted to the highest place! He has given us His Spirit, the Counselor, Who lives with us and in us (John 14:16-17), to sanctify us for obedience to our Father and service to others. This Spirit equips and enables us to be faithful stewards of the Gospel and all His gifts. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
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