“Resurrection Power”
“I know that my Redeemer lives, 
       and that in the end He will stand upon the earth. 

 And after my skin has been destroyed, 
       yet in my flesh I will see God.
I myself will see Him 
       with my own eyes—I, and not another. 
       How my heart yearns within me!”
––Job 19:25-27
In a cemetery in Hanover, Germany, is a grave on which were placed huge slabs of granite and marble cemented together and fastened with heavy steel clasps.  It belongs to a woman who did not believe in the resurrection of the dead.  Yet strangely, she directed in her will that her grave be made so secure that if there were a resurrection, it could not reach her.  On the marker were inscribed these words:  "This burial place must never be opened."  In time, a seed, covered over by the stones, began to grow.  Slowly it pushed its way through the soil and out from beneath them.  As the trunk enlarged, the great slabs were gradually shifted so that the steel clasps were wrenched from their sockets.  A tiny seed had become a tree that had pushed aside the stones. 

The dynamic life force contained in that little seed is a faint reflection of the tremendous power of God’s creative Word that someday will call to life the bodies of all who are in their graves.  He will also bring back every person drowned at sea, cremated, or destroyed in some other way.  This is no problem to the One who made something out of nothing when He spoke the universe into existence.  Unbelief cannot deter the resurrection.  But faith in the risen Christ opens the door to blessings that His resurrection guarantees –– a glorious new spiritual body and a home in heaven.  In new bodies we will be reunited with saved loved ones to live with Jesus throughout all eternity!  

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is much more than an event that we celebrate at the end of Holy Week.  Christ’s Resurrection reveals four important truths about our Savior:  First, it reveals His identity –– only the Son of God could rise from the dead, never to die again; Second, it confirms that Jesus keeps His promises –– He not only promised He would rise on the third day, He also promised that He would be with us unto the end of the age; Third, His Resurrection reveals that our heavenly Father accepted the sacrifice of His Son for the sins of the world –– if He hadn’t, Jesus Christ would never have risen from the grave; and fourth, Jesus’ Resurrection confirms that we, too, shall rise on the last day in glorified bodies –– Jesus was the first-fruits of those who rise, never to die again.  

As you can see, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most important event in human history –– and in your life as well.  It guarantees that those who trust in Christ will live forever in heaven!  

Now get out there and celebrate!

Serving Him with you,
Pastor Dennis Starr

[image: image3.png]



The Bible says, “Come into the house of the Lord.”  That means it is important for all of us to come to God’s house to learn and to worship.  Our attendance has been seriously dropping in Sunday school.  Please make it a priority that your child gets to Sunday school.  Not only is it noticeable to their friends that attend regularly, but God also knows when one of His children is missing.
The Easter Egg Hunt was once again a huge success.  Thank you for all your donations.  A special thanks to Betsy, Linnea, Nicole and Rick & Tamera Geist for helping out!
Annual Parent Brunch

Sunday, May 11th 
We will be having our annual Parent Brunch on Sunday, May 11th, at 9:15 a.m.  Please come and join your children for Sunday school on that day!
End of the Year Program

Sunday, May 18th 
All kids of Holy Emmanuel and Open Arms will be singing at the 10:30 a.m. worship service on May 18th.
Following the service we be having a bar-b-q picnic.  Kyle the Magician will be performing.
Bible Camp

June 16 - 20
“F.R.O.G. (Fully Rely on God)
Watch for more details coming soon.
Once again, let’s make church and Sunday school a “must” for your family.  It’s the way God would want it.

God Bless You All,

Natalie Mylander
Youth News

Our activities for March were skiing at Buck Hill and then helping to get the Easter Egg Hunt ready.
Now we need your help on Friday, April 4th, and Saturday, April 5th for our Spring Boutique fundraiser.

We will also be serving at Feed My Starving Children on April 25th.

We will be going to Sonshine this year.  The dates are July 19 – 22.

We have a very active youth at Holy Emmanuel – keep up the good work!

God is very proud of you!

In His Name,

Natalie Mylander

Open Arms News
J is for Joy

E is for Energy
S is for Spirit
U is for Unity
S is for Study hard

That is how we spell Jesus here at Open Arms.  Everyday holds something new.

Summer is slowly upon us and we will be having the ½ day Preschool and our Summer School Age program.  So, spread the news to your friends.

Please visit our new web site at www.openarmsecc.org
The children will be singing at the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, May 18th.

The teachers attended a conference at Concordia University in St. Paul.  It was a great experience!

Thanks to all of you for your continued support and prayers!

God Bless,

Natalie Mylander

Spring Vendor/Blender and Craft Boutique

Saturday, April 5, 2008

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Come and enjoy booths from Tupperware, Mary Kay Cosmetics, Tastefully Simple, and many more.

Lunch refreshments will also be for sale.

This is a youth fundraiser and proceeds will be matched by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

Invite you friends and come for shopping!
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The Annual Couples in Christ Progressive Dinner is scheduled for Saturday, April 19th, beginning at 6:00 p.m.
We still need two homes for the salad course and the dessert course.  The main course will be at the home of Scott and Denise Ramsdale in Burnsville.

We hope you all save this evening for a time of good Christian fellowship and delicious food!

If you have any questions, please contact Jim or Natalie Mylander at (952) 881-3764.

New Address!
Jim, Natalie, Emily Mylander
11147 Vessey Avenue South

Bloomington MN 55437

(952) 881-3764
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Sunday Morning Bible Study

9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

· Master Plan (Led by Pastor Starr in the Chapel). 

· Growing Through Life’s Challenges (Led by Randy Marko in the Accounting Room).  

1st & 3rd Sunday Evenings 5:30 p.m.

Couples in Christ
· Topic to be Announced

2nd Monday Evenings

Monday, April 14th 

5:30 p.m. – Supper

6:00 p.m. – Bible Study
· Parenting Class – “Discipline” (Led by Randy Marko)

Tuesday Mornings-10:00 a.m.

· Women of the Old Testament (Led by Pat Squires at the Gables Apt. Bldg.)

Wednesday Mornings
9:30 a.m.

· Women’s Bible Study (Led by Elaine Bakalar in the Accounting Room)

(Recessed until after Easter)

Thursday Mornings-

10:00 a.m.

· Book of Daniel (Led by Chuck Squires in the Accounting Room).

1st Friday Evenings–6:30 p.m.

· Ladies Bible Study (Led by Natalie Mylander)  

Join us at the home of Carol Starr for Bible study and dessert.

[image: image1.png]PLFACH

*xsnack

No matter our age, we all have oppor-
tunities to “preach” by how we live.
And everyone can tell about God and
his love. Use this activity to raise money
for your church’s mission efforts.

What you need:

* Large bowl

* Quart- or snack-size zippered
baggies

* Snacks that spell PREACH
Suggestions include:
P = Pretzels
R = Raisins
E = Extra (add extra of your

favorite snack)

A = Almonds
C = Chex cereal
H = Honey Nut Cheerios

* 8.5" x 5.5" paper (one sheet for
each bag made)

¢ Crayons or markers

* Stapler

* Stickers

What you do:

1. Mix all your “PREACH”
ingredients in a bowl.

2. Fill baggies with the snacks.

3. Fold your paper in half. On one
side, write the ingredient acrostic
and a Bible verse. For example: “Go
into all the world and preach the
good news to all creation”

(Mark 16:15, N1v).

4. On the other side, write a thank
you to the snack’s purchaser and
mention which activity it’s
supporting.

5. Staple the paper to the baggie.
6. Decorate baggies with stickers.

7. With adult help, price the baggies
and decide when and how to sell
them. Afterward, deliver earnings
to the appropriate people.





[image: image6.png]


From the Family of 

Nellie Hurajt

We wish to thank the Priscilla Guild and friends for their support and generosity for Nellie Hurajt.  We appreciate the donations for food, flowers, memorials and work.  Your prayers and kindness were a great source of comfort.  God bless you all!

Family of Nellie Hurajt

Ruth Timm (Daughter)

Amnion Crisis Pregnancy Center

Thank you so much for participating in this year’s Bottles For Life event.  I really appreciate your commitment to helping Amnion Crisis Pregnancy Center’s life-saving ministry in our communion.

We are thankful that the Bottles for Life at Holy Emmanuel raised a total of $586 to support the ministry outreach of Amnion Crisis Pregnancy Center!

Janis Lamont

Executive Director

VEAP

(Volunteers Enlisted to Assist People)

Thank you for your continued support of VEAP.  

In 2007, members of Holy Emmanuel donated 525 pounds of food, and gave $350 in financial support.

Please continue to bring in your food items for VEAP.

Also, thank you to Vern Endresen for faithfully taking the donated items to VEAP!

Susan Russell Freeman

Executive Director

Stewardship Corner

What’s Your Gift?
Perhaps you haven't spent much time, if any, pondering that question. God has given each of us at least one gift, though, and if even one of us does not use that gift, the Body of Christ suffers. Paul, in Ephesians 4:16 writes, "From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and build itself up in love, as each part does its work " 
Christian stewards tend to have a lower opinion of themselves than they ought, denigrating their abilities and talents and even their financial capabilities. When we keep in mind that it is God Himself Who has chosen our gifts and blessed us materially, we realize that to belittle these gifts is to question God's wisdom and generosity. Again we read Paul's words, now from Romans 12:5, "… in Christ, we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”   He goes on to say that whatever our gifts are, we are to use them as effectively as we can. 
Yes, it is the pastor's job to preach the Word and administer the Sacraments, but we, as stewards who have received the Great Commission from Matthew 28:19-20, are to be obedient also to Jesus' command to tell the Good News to the whole world. 
Yes, there are those in your congregation who seem to have more abilities and talents than you, and there may be members who have more money than you - perhaps may even be very wealthy. Does that exempt you from the responsibility to serve or to give? By no means! In 2 Corinthians 9:7 we are commanded, "Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver." Each one is to give and to give cheerfully - of his time, his talents, and his treasures. God looks at the size of the heart of the giver rather than at the size of his gift. "For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have”  (2 Corinthians 8:12). 
If you are not using your gifts, if you are not giving your money, if you are not sharing your time, the Body of Christ suffers. We need each other and our individual gifts in order that we might carry out our responsibilities as stewards to the end that the name of Christ might be made known. 
Slovak Mission Trip

A group from Hosanna Lutheran Church (LCMS) in Mankato will be taking a mission trip to Slovakia June 14 – 28, 2008.  The trip is sponsored through Lutheran Hour Ministries in St. Louis, Missouri.

If you would like to participate or learn more information, please contact Hosanna Lutheran Church at (507) 388-1766.

Please pray for God’s blessings and guidance for those who will be traveling on this special trip.
Holy Emmanuel Goals and Objectives for 2008

The 2008 Goals and Objectives for Holy Emmanuel as approved by the Church Council are included at the end of this article. The top priority for 2008 is to hire an additional staff person.  Our thought is to have this new individual focus on Outreach.  We will be developing the position description during March and will present a recommendation to the Voters Meeting on April 20th.  A committee of Pastor Starr, Scott Ramsdale, Chuck Squires, Rick Marko and myself will be working with MN South District to develop the new position.  A draft Position Description of our current thoughts is attached for your review and comments.  I would encourage all members of Holy Emmanuel to prayerfully consider the needs of Holy Emmanuel and if you have any questions or suggestions please contact one of the committee.  
In January membership and attendance were charted in the Announcer and it was noted that attendance has been decreasing over the past years to a low of 137 for 2007.  Average attendance in January and February has continued to decrease to 125 per Sunday.  This may be due to the extreme cold, however the Church Council continues to be very concerned about the lower number of members worshipping every Sunday and considers this our most important challenge for 2008.    The Church Council has resolved to focus on efforts that will increase attendance to 175 by year-end.    The Outreach & Assimilation Board has planned specific tasks to attract new visitors, improve the greeter process, and enhance the new member follow up and assimilation processes.  You will be hearing more from Chuck and John on these items in the coming months. Please prayerfully consider accepting the invitation of our Lord to reach out to the unchurched in our community when asked to assist in any of these tasks.
The April Voters’ Meeting will also include the election of church officers and Board chairs.  Please consider how you may use your gifts to help the work of the Lord here at Holy Emmanuel.  The current list of nominations is attached.  You will notice there are a number of open positions. If you are interested in one of these positions or desire additional information concerning specific duties and responsibilities please contact me.  
In February we began Project 12 Baskets, a program to Turn Your Leftovers into Dollars.   Our initial project will be to raise $7300 for carpeting and a security camera system for Open Arms.  You can donate unwanted items of value to be sold on the Internet with the profit going to Holy Emmanuel.  The process is quite simple.  First you complete a donation form describing your item.  Forms are available in the church and ECC offices or on line at http://apps.project12baskets.com/content/orginfo.php?oid=618.  Forms should be returned to the church office.  You will be contacted by Project12Baskets folks and instructed when to bring your item to church.  They will collect the items and take care if the sale, after which Holy Emmanuel will receive the profits and you will receive a tax receipt for the full value of the sale.  It’s that simple!  Check out the current status of our sales also at the web site above.  
At the fall Voters’ Meeting, you may recall, we had a discussion on the T-Mobile proposal. As you recall T-Mobile currently needs to improve coverage in the area around Holy Emmanuel and they are willing to pay around $10,000 annually to lease space for a tower.  In response to your comments Dale Olson and the Board of Church Properties are continuing discussions with T-Mobile in order to find the ideal location For Holy Emmanuel, T-Mobile and the City of Bloomington.  We plan to continue discussions and bring a recommendation to the April Voters’ Meeting. 

For the Church Council, 
In His Service,

Ron

HOLY EMMANUEL PROPOSED STAFF ADDITION

JOB TITLE:  
Minister of Christian Outreach

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

This position will assume total responsibility for leadership and direction of the Evangelism and Outreach Ministry and become the public face of Holy Emmanuel in the Community.  The individual in this position will take an active role in community service organizations like VEAP, Amnion, MOA Ministries, Bloomington Chamber and similar organizations. 

SPECIFIC DUTIES

1. Manage the Visitor Follow Up and New Member Assimilation processes, including active participation and follow up with visits and phone calls to new and prospective members. 
2. Coordinate the develop and cross utilization of small group ministries for families, singles, single parents, youth, and couples across the three congregations. 

3. Work with Mt Hope, Redemption, and Holy Emmanuel to provide a coordinated approach to Christian outreach efforts of the three churches in the community of South Bloomington. 

4. Assist with worship services 1 - 2 times per month. 
5. Promote evangelism within the congregation and provide bible studies and training in personal evangelism for congregation members.
6. Provide review and evaluate the effectiveness in attracting visitors of public relations efforts including web site, brochures, and other advertising.

7. Constantly review and provide recommendations for the upgrade of the Church and Open Arms web sites to insure they are most effectively utilizing technology for outreach to the community. 

BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE

Candidates for this position will have demonstrated a strong background in leading a successful Evangelism and Community Outreach Program.

[image: image2.png]








































































PAGE  
2

